
K O N A  C O F F E E  I S  T H E  M A R K E T  N A M E  F O R  C O F F E E  ( C O F F E A  
A R A B I C A )  C U LT I VAT E D  O N  T H E  S L O P E S  O F  H U A L A L A I  A N D  

M A U N A  L O A  I N  T H E  N O RT H  A N D  S O U T H  K O N A  D I S T R I C T S  O F  
T H E  B I G  I S L A N D  O F  H AWA I I .  I T  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T  

E X P E N S I V E  C O F F E E S  I N  T H E  W O R L D .   
O N LY  C O F F E E  F R O M  T H E  K O N A  D I S T R I C T S  C A N  B E  

D E S C R I B E D  A S  “ K O N A  C O F F E E "

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffea_arabica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hualalai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauna_Loa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kona_District,_Hawaii
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii_(island)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii


C O F F E E  R E Q U I R E S  A  V E RY  S P E C I F I C  C O M B I N AT I O N  O F  S U N ,  
S O I L ,  A N D  WAT E R .  I T  I S  S U C C E S S F U L LY  G R O W N  I N  O N LY  A  
L I M I T E D  N U M B E R  O F  L O C AT I O N S  R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D .  T H E  
M A G I C A L  D I U R N A L  C Y C L E  O F  B R I G H T  S U N N Y  M O R N I N G S ,  
H U M I D  R A I N Y  A F T E R N O O N S ,  A N D  M I L D  N I G H T S  C R E AT E  
P E R F E C T  G R O W I N G  C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  E X O T I C  P L A N T S  T O  

F L O U R I S H .  T H E  T R E E S  T H R I V E  O N  T H E  V O L C A N I C  R O C K Y  L A N D ,  
A N D  M I L D  F R O S T- F R E E  T E M P E R AT U R E S .



K O N A I S  T H E  V E R Y  S P E C I A L C O F F E E  
G R O W N  O N  T H E  D A R K  V O L C A N I C  

L AVA R O C K  S L O P E S  O F  K O N A ,  W I T H  
E N V I A B L E  C O N S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y.  
K O N A C O F F E E  I S  A D E L I C I O U S LY  

R I C H ,  M E D I U M - B O D I E D  A N D  
S L I G H T LY  A C I D I C  C O F F E E  W I T H  A 

H E A D Y  A R O M A A N D  C O M P L E X ,  
W I N E Y,  S P I C Y  TA S T E .  

!
!

K O N A ,  O N  T H E  W E S T  C O A S T  O F  
H AWA I ' I  I S L A N D  ( A L S O  K N O W N  A S  
T H E  B I G  I S L A N D ) ,  H A S  P R O D U C E D  

C O F F E E  C O N T I N U O U S LY  S I N C E  T H E  
E A R LY  1 8 0 0 ' S .   

!
T H E  K O N A N A M E  O N LY  A P P L I E S  T O  

B E A N S  G R O W N  I N  N O R T H  A N D  
S O U T H  K O N A ,  A N D  C O F F E E  T H AT  I S  

G R O W N  E L S E W H E R E  I N  H AWA I ' I  
C A N N O T  B E  C A L L E D  K O N A  C O F F E E .



C O F F E E  WA S  F I R S T  B R O U G H T  T O  K O N A  B Y  S A M U E L  R E V E R E N D  R U G G L E S  
F R O M  C U T T I N G S  F R O M  B R A Z I L .  

WA S N ' T  U N T I L  T H E  C R A S H  I N  T H E  W O R L D  C O F F E E  M A R K E T  I N  1 8 9 9  C A U S E D  
P L A N TAT I O N  O W N E R S  T O  H AV E  T O  L E A S E  O U T  T H E I R  L A N D  T O  T H E I R  W O R K E R S .  
M O S T  O F  T H E S E  W O R K E R S  W E R E  O R I G I N A L LY  F R O M  J A PA N ,  A N D  T H E Y  W O R K E D  

T H E I R  L E A S E D  L A N D  PA R C E L S  O F   
B E T W E E N  5  A N D  1 2  A C R E S  A S  FA M I LY  C O N C E R N S ,   

P R O D U C I N G  L A R G E ,  Q U A L I T Y  C O F F E E  C R O P S .



K O N A  C O F F E E   
F R O M  C H E R RY  T O  R O A S T  -   

L E A R N I N G  T H E  T E R M S

K O N A  S N O W  
W H I T E  S W E E T- S M E L L I N G  B L O S S O M S   

T H AT  C O V E R   
T H E  T R E E S  AT  I N T E R VA L S  F R O M   

J A N U A R Y  T H R O U G H  M AY.  



ANOTHER WAY TO DEFINE KONA SNOW…is a Kona Bike in da snow



K O N A  
C O F F E E   

F R O M  
C H E R RY  T O  

R O A S T  -   
L E A R N I N G  

T H E  
T E R M S

C H E R RY  
T H E  F R U I T  O F  T H E  C O F F E E  T R E E ,  S TA R T S  A S  

G R E E N  B E R R I E S ,  T U R N I N G  T H R O U G H  Y E L L O W  T O  
O R A N G E  A N D  P I C K E D  W H E N  D E E P  R E D .  



B E A N  
T H E  T W O  F L AT  S E E D S  F O R M E D  

 W I T H I N  T H E  N O R M A L  C H E R R Y  -  T Y P E  I .  

K O N A  
C O F F E E   

F R O M  
C H E R RY  T O  

R O A S T   
  

L E A R N I N G  
T H E  T E R M S



P U L P I N G  
S E PA R AT I N G  T H E  B E A N S   

F R O M  T H E  O U T E R  R E D  S K I N .  



P R O C E S S I N G  ( W E T- M E T H O D )  
T H E  B E A N S  A R E  F E R M E N T E D   

F R O M  1 2 - 2 4  H O U R S ,  
A N D  T H E N  WA S H E D  I N  F R E S H  WAT E R .  



D RY I N G  
T H E  WA S H E D  B E A N S  A R E  L A I D  O U T  O N  D E C K S  A N D  

S U N - D R I E D  T O  A  M O I S T U R E  L E V E L  B E T W E E N  9 - 1 2 . 2 % .  
S O M E  M E C H A N I C A L  D R Y I N G  M AY  B E  U S E D ,  B U T  M O S T  

K O N A  B E A N S  A R E  S U N - D R I E D .  



PA R C H M E N T  
T H E  D R I E D  S E E D S  C O V E R E D  W I T H  A  S T I F F  W H I T E  S K I N  

B E A N S  R E A D Y  F O R  H U L L I N G  T O  R E M O V E   
T H E  PA R C H M E N T  B E F O R E  S H I P P I N G



S T R U C T U R E  O F  
C O F F E E  B E R R Y  A N D  

B E A N S :   
1 :  C E N T E R  C U T  

2 : B E A N   
3 :  S I LV E R  S K I N ,   

4 :  PA R C H M E N T  ( H U L L ,  
5 :  P E C T I N  L AY E R   

6 :  P U L P   
7 :  O U T E R  S K I N

D RY  M I L L I N G  
T H E  F I N A L  S T E P S  I N  C O F F E E  

P R O C E S S I N G  I N V O LV E  
R E M O V I N G  T H E  L A S T  L AY E R S   

O F  D R Y  S K I N  A N D  R E M A I N I N G  
F R U I T  R E S I D U E  F R O M  T H E  

N O W  D R Y  C O F F E E ,  A N D  
C L E A N I N G  A N D  S O RT I N G  I T.



G R E E N  
C O F F E E  B E A N S   

M I L L E D   
A N D  R E A D Y   

F O R  R O A S T I N G .  

K O N A  C O F F E E   
F R O M  C H E R RY  T O  R O A S T   

  
L E A R N I N G  T H E  

T E R M S



R O A S T  
C O O K I N G  T H E  G R E E N   
C O F F E E  T O  T H E  D E S I R E D  TA S T E .  

K O N A  
C O F F E E   

F R O M  
C H E R RY  T O  

R O A S T   
  

L E A R N I N G  
T H E  

T E R M S



R O A S T I N G  I S  A  H E AT  
P R O C E S S  T H AT  T U R N S  

C O F F E E  I N T O  T H E  
F R A G R A N T,  D A R K  B R O W N  

B E A N S  W I T H  W H I C H  W E  A R E  
M O S T  FA M I L I A R .   

!
O N C E  R O A S T E D ,  H O W E V E R ,  
T H E Y  S H O U L D  B E  U S E D  A S  

Q U I C K LY  A S  P O S S I B L E  
B E F O R E  T H E  F R E S H  R O A S T  

F L AV O R  B E G I N S  T O  
D I M I N I S H .  

!
T Y P E S  O F  R O A S T -  

L I G H T -  ( L I G H T  C I T Y )  
M E D I U M - ( C I T Y )  

M E D I U M  D A R K -  ( F U L L  C I T Y )  
D A R K -  ( F R E N C H )

Kona Coffee



KONA COFFEE LABEL EXAMPLES





Three Main Areas 
on Kona Coffee Labels    

!

RESPONSIBILITY 
Name Of Farm/Company 

Address/Contact Info. 
!

IDENTITY 
Declaration of WHERE coffee is grown  

and the exact % in the package 
MUST be 1.5 times larger in type size  

the quantity 
! QUANTITY 

Exact amount in a specific format as shown 
MUST have white space the size of the  

Letter N\in Net Wt around  
the quantity statement

As interpreted from documents from  
State Of Hawaii- Department of Agriculture  

Quality Assurance Division"
Measurement Standards Branch- 2014
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http://www.greenwellfarms.com/photo-gallery/128/seedlings-in-the-nursery
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